Mr Kidman’s Classroom - G7 - Revision mind map
Meaning

Dryland degradation, not simply dunes
spreading

Pressures

Drought/heat and population increase demand;
clearance exposes soil

Land use

Overgrazing/compaction and over-cultivation
reduce cover/fertility

Dry climate

Often <250 mm/year; sinking air near 30°;
unreliable rain

Heat / soil

Hot days/cool nights; little organic matter; salt
accumulation

Water links

Conditions Desertification

Rain triggers growth; dry periods constrain food
and farming Feedback ) ) )
Less vegetation — erosion — poorer soil — less
vegetation
Water
Plants Harvest rain, drip irrigation and suited

crops; ensure drainage

Soil

Cover/organic matter; contour barriers or pits
slow runoff

Trees / technology

Suitable cared-for trees and affordable local
tools reduce pressure

Communities

Rotational grazing, land access and
livelihoods enable recovery

Store water, wax/spines; spreading or deep roots
vary by species
Animals

Burrows/night activity; conserve water or obtain
it from food

Fragility

Specialised life; trampling and vehicle damage
recover slowly

Adaptation Management

G7

Hot deserts

Location

NW India/SE Pakistan; focus western Rajasthan
around Jaisalmer

Mining / energy

Gypsum/stone, Barmer oil and solar: jobs
versus land/water demands

Farms / visitors

Indira Gandhi Canal irrigation; heritage/dunes

Resources

Mining/solar or oil/gas: jobs, but water, roads
and damage costs

Farming

Irrigation raises output; pumping and salinity
threaten supplies

Tourism

Culture/scenery income versus water, waste and
habitat pressure earn income

Limits Judge locally

Heat, distance and transport; competing water Heat, scarcity, salinity and access;
needs must be managed opportunities vary within Thar

Development Thar example

1. Conditions — Adaptations: Water shortage shapes survival strategies
2. Desertification — Management: Cover and water management interrupt land degradation



