
ResourcesResources

ImportanceImportance
Food, water and energy support health, educationFood, water and energy support health, education

and livelihoodsand livelihoods
Supply / demandSupply / demand

Surplus: supply exceeds demand; deficit: demandSurplus: supply exceeds demand; deficit: demand
exceeds supplyexceeds supply

InequalityInequality
Climate/geology plus income, infrastructure andClimate/geology plus income, infrastructure and

governance affect accessgovernance affect access
InterdependenceInterdependence

Farming uses water/energy; water needs pumping;Farming uses water/energy; water needs pumping;
power uses water/landpower uses water/land

UK foodUK food

ImportsImports
Year-round/climate-unsuited food; overseas incomeYear-round/climate-unsuited food; overseas income

versus land/water useversus land/water use
Carbon / organicCarbon / organic

Organic ≠ local/low-carbon; miles alone missOrganic ≠ local/low-carbon; miles alone miss
production/storage costsproduction/storage costs

Local / seasonalLocal / seasonal
Can cut some heating/transport and aid farms;Can cut some heating/transport and aid farms;

methods still mattermethods still matter
AgribusinessAgribusiness

Scale/mechanisation raise output; labour, habitatsScale/mechanisation raise output; labour, habitats
and runoff trade-offsand runoff trade-offs

WasteWaste
Storage, planning and leftovers reduce unnecessaryStorage, planning and leftovers reduce unnecessary

resource demandresource demand

UK waterUK water

MismatchMismatch
NW wetter; SE population/demand high;NW wetter; SE population/demand high;
seasonality mattersseasonality matters
QualityQuality
Sewage/farm/industrial pollution; treatment,Sewage/farm/industrial pollution; treatment,
monitoring and preventionmonitoring and prevention
GroundwaterGroundwater
Excess abstraction lowers tables andExcess abstraction lowers tables and
river/wetland flowsriver/wetland flows
New supplyNew supply
Transfers/reservoirs add water but needTransfers/reservoirs add water but need
energy, land and agreementsenergy, land and agreements
ConserveConserve
Leaks, efficient fittings and meters; considerLeaks, efficient fittings and meters; consider
affordabilityaffordability

UK energyUK energy

MixMix
Electricity mix differs from total energy,Electricity mix differs from total energy,
including heat/transportincluding heat/transport
Fossil fuelsFossil fuels
Last UK coal power closed 2024; oil/gas remainLast UK coal power closed 2024; oil/gas remain
importantimportant
RenewablesRenewables
Wind/solar vary; storage, flexible generationWind/solar vary; storage, flexible generation
and links helpand links help
NuclearNuclear
Finite fuel, low operating CO₂;Finite fuel, low operating CO₂;
construction/waste/decommissioning costsconstruction/waste/decommissioning costs
SecuritySecurity
Extraction/import jobs versus pollution/priceExtraction/import jobs versus pollution/price
shocks; diversify and saveshocks; diversify and save
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1. Resources → UK water: Food and energy demand compete for water1. Resources → UK water: Food and energy demand compete for water
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2. UK food → UK energy: Carbon footprints include energy throughout supply chains2. UK food → UK energy: Carbon footprints include energy throughout supply chains

G15G15
Resource managementResource management
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